TOWN OF AMITY
Regular Board Meeting
Public Meeting on Solar Energy Laws
March 11, 2024 @ 7 pm
Unofficial Until Approved by the Board

Present:  Supervisor John Francisco, Highway Superintendent Bill Bigelow, Councilmen Jim Schneider & Josh Brown, Town Clerk Kristine Young. Absent-Councilmen Mark Hand & Bill Burton

The Public Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Francisco followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  A second public meeting was held for anyone interested in the Town of Amity Planning Board’s proposed solar laws.  There was one correction from Supervisor Francisco and were no questions or comments from the public.  A motion was made by Supervisor Francisco to approve the solar laws.  A second to the motion was made by Councilman Brown.  The Supervisor and all councilmen voted aye.  There were no nay votes. The motion was carried 3-0-0.  Meeting was closed at 7:10 pm.

The Regular Board meeting was opened at 7:10 pm. 

Approval of Minutes:  The Board waived the reading of the minutes of the last meeting.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Councilman Brown.  A second to the motion was made by Councilman Schneider.  The Supervisor and all councilmen voted aye. There were no nay votes.  The motion was carried 3-0-0.

Guests:  Joe Fisher and his mother Carol Middaugh, residents on County Rd 31 near Irons Road were in to complain about animals of Keith Middaugh’s in the road.  Mr. Fisher requested a copy of the injunction against Mr. Middaugh that was done previously and wanted a copy of the letter the code enforcer took with him when he did an investigation recently.  Supervisor Francisco had contacted the town lawyer and the lawyer is on vacation this week but will get a copy of the injunction.  There wasn’t a letter that the code enforcer took to Mr. Middaugh because it was the first time after this complaint for him to go there.  The letter was a suggestion from the town attorney, not an actual fact.  Mrs. Middaugh stated people come to her door at all hours of the night asking if the animals are theirs and she would like this to stop.  After much discussion, Mr. Fisher was advised when he receives a copy to take the injunction to the court house himself and file a complaint there.  

Highway Superintendent’s Report:  Exhibit B.  Superintendent Bigelow reported the Highway Department finished hauling gravel from Ingraham Creek, finished the tin in the new pole barn and put lights up.  They also finished the wiring.  There were two burials, they have been replacing hoses on the roller, cleared brush on Old Withey Road, and have plowed and sanded a few times.  The Superintendent 
reported the backstops at Wilmac Park are in bad shape and need to be replaced.  He has called for a quote on fencing and the back stop repair.  There is a tree in the cemetery that needs to come down before it falls.  The radiator blew on oldest Mack and the county hauled it to Rochester.  The Superintendent talked to Viking today and they should be able to start on new Mack in 2-3 weeks.  

Approval of Abstracts:  A motion was made by Councilman Schneider to approve Highway Abstract 03 in the amount of $23,990.70 and General Abstract in the amount of $41,324.11.  A second to the motion was made by Councilman Brown.  The Supervisor and all Councilmen voted aye.  There were no nay votes.  The motion was carried 3-0-0.




Supervisor’s Report:  Supervisor Francisco reported there are some donors interested in providing funds for repairs or updates at Wilmac Park.  There needs to be a plan with costs done and presented to them.  There would be a yearly donation for 3-4 years.  

The Town has been approved for a loan of $1,514,000. By Rural Development for the water system improvements project.  The funds are retained by Rural Development for delivery upon substantial completion of the project. 

A bill was received from Mark Hand for installation of the new computers, server, cables, wiring, routing, etc. in the amount of $1920.49.  A motion was made by Supervisor Francisco to approve payment for the work Mark has done.  A second to the motion was made by Councilman Schneider.  The Supervisor and all Councilmen voted aye.  There were no nay votes.  The motion was carried 3-0-0.  

Supervisor Francisco met with Ralph Keesler regarding the purchase of the land owned by Mr. Keesler to extend the cemetery-on-Cemetery Hill.  He is set on the purchase price of $15,000.  

There was discussion regarding the cemetery costs for services.  Our costs are below what other towns are charging.  A motion was made by Councilman Brown to increase the costs effective 4/1/2024 as follows:

Cremation $200     Weekend Cremation $300     Burials $750     Weekend Burials $900     Lots $750

A second to the motion was made by Councilman Schneider.  The Supervisor and all Councilmen voted aye.  There were no nay votes.  The motion was carried 3-0-0.

Round Table:  no comments

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be on April 8, 2024 at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall. 

Executive Session:  The Board went into executive session at 8:10 pm to discuss union contract negotiations.  The executive session ended and the regular meeting resumed at 9:10 pm.

Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilman Francisco.  A second to the motion was made by Councilman Schneider.  The Supervisor and all Councilmen voted aye.  There were no nay votes. The motion was carried 3-0-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 pm.

SS Belmont
State of New York
Allegany County

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal of said Town of Amity this 11th day of March 2024.

__________________________________
Kristine Young, Amity Town Clerk








