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TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
January 12, 2015
 APPROVED BY THE BOARD


Present: Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons, Brian Clendenin, and Miranda VanDyke
Clerk:                                                     Richard Winterhalter
 Highway Superintendent:                 Bill Bigelow
 Absent:   



       Jeff Zenoski, Josh Brown
Also Present:  Exhibit A.
 
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00PM.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading s and approve the minute of the December 8, 2014 and the January 5, 2015 Meetings was made by Councilperson VanDyke.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Clendenin. 

All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion carried 3-0-0.

SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS:
Dana Ross announced that Monty Jennings would not pursue any action against the town due to the tile damage done on his wife’s monument at Forest Hills Cemetery.   Monty found out that two different types of tiles were used on the monument.  The ones that are breaking were not designed for outside usage.

Harold Mitchel has resigned from the planning board.  A replacement needs to be found.  Wendy Skinner will bring a recommendation to the board before the February meeting.
GUESTS:
Bobbie Elderkin was introduced.  A interactive discussion between the board and Bobbie took place regarding the need to do a new revaluation.  Bobbie recommends that a full data collection be done the benefit will be that complete and accurate records will be done.  She presented some options to the board which included hiring a firm that specializes in this.  She reiterated that many errors regarding property have been found and they need to be corrected.  Councilperson Clendenin asked how this could be justified since a re valuation was done a few years ago.  Considerable discussion took place.  Bobbie will do some research and bring cost estimates to the board at the next board meeting.
A discussion regarding the need to have the assessor present in the Towns location at least once a month took place.  A decision was reached that the assessor would have hours in town hall the 2nd Monday of each month between the hours of 6:00 PM and 8:00 PM.  The town clerk will post this information in appropriate locations.

The board requested that cards for the assessor be available in town hall.  This was agreed to.  
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT:
The superintended reported that they have been doing a lot of snow plowing.  Equipment in need of repair has been repaired.  A chipper has been rented but due to weather has not been fully used.  The chipper is still in the possession of the Town and will be until the number of hours is used.

Supervisor Ross asked about the Demo of the Kemp house.  Bill Bigelow reported that they need to get the asbestos survey completed.  Bill also reported that he looked into a Brownfield grant but it would be too late to apply.
The Erie Railroad has been contacted regarding fixing some of the crossings in the Town.  The town will need to supply a back hoe and a dump truck.  The town would also be responsible for the approaches.

A discussion regarding the priorities used for plowing roads took place.  Bill reported that the priority was to stay ahead of the school busses.   Some routes were modified in order to accomplish this priority. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Justice audit was completed.  A short discussion took place.  The audit was generally agreed that everything was in order.
Resolution 2015-007 acceptance of the mutual aid agreement which was passed January 5th, 2015 was presented for signature.  Josh Brown who was present for the passing of the resolution was not present for the signing.  The resolution was mailed to the Town of Grove and Allegany County highway departments.

Supervisor Ross reported that MRB has finished testing and started the estimation phase of the Water Districts.  A memo of understanding is required between the Town and the Village at this time.  The supervisor and the mayor have met in this regard and the memo will be forthcoming.

Copies of check were presented to the Clerk showing prof that the Belmont Little League purchased the John Deere tractor.  This information will be filed with the clerk.

Resolution 2015-009 Justice Audit was introduced by Supervisor Ross.  Supervisor Ross made the motion to pass.  Councilperson VanDyke made the second.  All councilpersons and the supervisor voted aye.  There were no nay votes.  Resolution passed 3-0-0.  This resolution will be mailed as directed in the resolution.
Resolution 2015-012 to accept a Village resolution regarding responsibility of maintaining a portion of Ackerman Hill was introduced.  A motion to accept was made by Supervisor Ross.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Clendenin.  All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay votes.  Motion carried 3-0-0.  A copy will be provided to the Village.

ON GOING BUSINESS:
All reports were reviewed.  No discussion took place and all reports were accepted.
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:
  A motion to accept the General Abstract 001-1 in the Amount of $12,381.55 and Highway abstract 001-1 in the Amount of $5,849.66 made by Councilperson Clendenin.  A second was made by Councilperson VanDyke.

All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no nay votes.  Motion carried 3-0-0.

The next regular board meeting will be held the 9th of February 2015  at 7:00PM at Town Hall.

ROUND TABLE:
Dana Ross has been invited to the County planning board meeting and will attend.  Wendy Skinner indicated that 4 members of the planning board would also be attending.
The planning board survey did not get the response they needed.  They are going to do a mass mailing to the Towns residents.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

Dave Gominiak inquired about the town employee’s use of the bucket truck.  He was asking if the documentation regarding safety training is in place.   The supervisor and the board will take up the issue with the Highway superintendent at the February meeting.
Wendy Skinner inquired about putting memorial benches in WilMac Park.  This will be on the agenda for the February meeting.

ADJOURN MEETING:
A motion to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue and the union contract was made by Councilperson Clendenin.  The second was made by Councilperson VanDyke.  All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted aye.  There were no nay votes.  The motion carried 3-0-0.

Executive session was entered at 9:00.

Executive session ended at 9:30.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilperson Clendenin. A second was made by Councilperson VanDyke.  All councilpersons and the supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay votes.  Motion Carried 3-0-0. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:31.

Ss

State of New  
County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Richard Winterhalter have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity.
Sincerely,   Richard Winterhalter Town of Amity Clerk
                     __________________________________
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