

TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
October 13, 2014
APPROVED BY THE BOARD


Present: Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons, Jeff Zenoski, Brian Clendenin Josh Brown, and Miranda VanDyke
Clerk:                                                     Richard Winterhalter
 Highway Superintendent:                  Bill Bigelow
 Absent:   
Also Present:  Exhibit A.
 
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00PM.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes as written of the last meeting was made by Councilperson Clendenin.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Van Dyke. 
All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion carried 5-0-0.

GUESTS:
Exhibit A.
SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS:
There will be budget meetings the next two Mondays.  A budget hearing will be held at the next regular meeting.
Russ Heslin’s letter of resignation has been received.  A letter of resignation from John Osterhaut from the Planning board has been received.  Some discussion regarding reducing the planning board from 7 members and 2 alternates took place.  Paula VanDyke was asked if she would discuss this with the planning board at their next meeting.  A decision will be made at a later time.  An executive session to discuss the Union contact will take place following the close of the regular meeting.

Monty Jennings was given the floor.  Mr. Jennings had pictures of his wife’s monument at Forest Hill.  He had before and after pictures showing the monument before damage was done.  The board and Mr. Jennings discussed possible reasons for the damage.  It was determined it was not done by a lawnmower due the location of the damage.  The damage was much higher than the highest placement of the deck.  Mr. Jennings provided a couple of suggestions regarding security at the cemetery.  He asked if the entrances could be chained at night.  He also asked if security cameras could be installed.  No decisions were made regarding these suggestions.  The board asked Mr. Jennings if he would contact the people he purchased the monument from regarding their assessment of the damage.  
The board is unable to promise that no additional damage be done to the monument.  The village police will be asked if routine patrols could be done.

This subject will be revisited after a report has been done by the monument company.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

The 45 MPH signs on Dry Creek Road have been installed.

Water District Update given by Supervisor Ross.  MRB has done a flow test on the lines up route 244 and the results of the test were not what was expected.  A second test will be done.  Several theories were presented regarding a reason.  One was that old lines will restrict the flow due to mineral deposits. No further information is available at this time.

The next step will be a memo of understanding with the village regarding costs and maintenance of lines.

The Wil Mac tennis courts were discussed.  The result of the discussion was that the board would work with representatives of the Community to determine a way the old area could be best used and to identify funding sources. Josh Brown will be the representative from the Board.
ON GOING BUSINESS:
All reports were reviewed.  A few questions were asked which were answered by the Clerk.  
A discussion regarding the bulldozer took place.  No firm decisions have been made.  Superintendent Bigelow will do a study in an effort to justify the purchase of a used bulldozer.  Also discussed was using shared services with the County and other towns.  Superintendent Bigelow did mention they are making use of the shared services agreement with other towns.  When the FEMA money is received more discussion will take place.
NEW BUSINESS:

The Monty Jennings complaint form was again discussed.  The board is unable to determine exactly caused the damage but concluded it was a vandal using a hammer.  In the earlier discussion Mr. Jennings had mentioned some family disputes.
Resolution 2014-026 was read by the Clerk.  This resolution was to appoint Bobbie Elderkin to replace Russ Heslin as Town Assessor.

Motion to Accept this resolution was made by Supervisor Ross.  The second was made by Brian Clendenin.  No discussion took place.  A roll call vote was taken.

All councilpersons and the supervisor voted Aye.  No Nay Votes.  Carried 5-0-0

Clerk Winterhalter announced that Teresa Class is no longer Deputy and that Christina would return as Deputy.  Councilperson Van Dyke asked if this would be a conflict of interest.  It would not be a conflict since the Towns of Angelica and the Amity were not in competition with each other.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT:

Oil and Stone have been applied to the rest of Tuckers Corners and Windfall Road.
Ackerman Hill, Back River Road, Dry Brook Road have also been patched.

The end of Delong Road has been built up to address the reported water dranage problem.

Several large trees had to be cleaned up at Forest Hill Cemetery.  There are more trees in danger of falling or loosing large limbs need to be addressed.  This issue will be taken care of next spring.

Alma and Friendship requested help with paving and oil and stoning which was provided by the Town of Amity Highway Department.  Both towns came to Amity to help with oil and stoning.
Suite Kote donated 1000 gallons of Oil for use on Tuckers Corners Road.
A burial was done for the Hess Family.

All the Town’s dirt roads that were in need were honed.

A meeting with FEMA will take place this week to go over the paper work needed.

More money is needed for the Cemetery caretaker for leave clean up.

Salt and sand will be purchased now in order to take advantage of lower prices.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:
A motion to accept abstract 10 both highway and general was made councilperson Clendenin and second by Councilperson Brown.  All councilpersons and the supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay votes.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.
The next regular board meeting will be held the 10th of November at 7:00PM at Town Hall.  Budget Meetings will be held October 20th and 27th at 6PM.
ROUND TABLE:
Dana Ross again recommends the planning board be reduced to 5 members and 2 alternates.
Dana Ross also spoke of the need for a justice audit.  

Councilperson Van Dyke provided an update on the Fire District and the planning board.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

No public comments.
ADJOURN MEETING:
A motion to enter executive session to discuss the Union Contract was made by Councilperson Van Dyke a second was made by Councilperson Zenoski.  All councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  No Nay votes.  Motion carried 5-0-0.

Executive session entered at 9:10PM.

Executive session ended at 9:25 PM.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilperson Van Dyke . A second was made by Councilperson Zenoski.  All councilpersons and the supervisor voted Aye.  No Nay Votes.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
Ss

State of New  
County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Richard Winterhalter have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity.
Sincerely,   Richard Winterhalter Town of Amity Clerk
                     __________________________________
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